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Overview of the Court’s statistics in 2025
The Court’s statistics for 2025 show an increase in the number of incoming applications allocated to a 
judicial formation, an increase in the number of communicated applications and a notable decrease in the 
number of pending applications.

A. New applications
In 2025, 31,800 applications were allocated to a judicial formation, up 10% compared with 2024 (28,800). 
This increase can be explained principally by an increase in the number of allocated applications against 
Türkiye, Poland and Italy. Of the total allocated, 22,750 applications were identified as single-judge cases 
likely to be declared inadmissible (a 15% increase in relation to 2024). As in previous years, single-judge 
applications continued to be processed as soon as they were identified as qualifying for such a procedure. In 
addition, 9,050 applications were identified as probable Chamber or Committee cases (down 1% compared 
with 2024).

B. Applications disposed of judicially and pending applications 
In total, 38,573 applications were disposed of judicially, an increase of 5% in relation to 2024 (36,819). The 
number of applications disposed of exceeded the number of allocated applications by roughly 6,800. As a 
result, the number of allocated applications pending before the Court fell over the year from 60,350 to 
53,450.

C. Processing of applications
1.  Pre-allocation 

As at 31 December 2025, the number of applications pending at the pre-judicial stage stood at 3,500, 
a decrease of 19% as compared with the same date of the previous year (4,300). The number of applications 
disposed of administratively in 2025 was 8,300, a decrease of 4%. Of those files, 93% were disposed of for 
failure to comply with the requirements of Rule 47 of the Rules of Court (contents of an individual 
application). The remainder of those files were disposed of administratively because applicants had not 
submitted an application form within the time-limit set by the Registry.

2.  Inadmissibility or striking-out decisions

In 2025, 31,562 applications were declared inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases by a single judge, a 
Committee, a Chamber or the Grand Chamber, a 21% increase compared with 2024 (25,990). This increase 
can be explained, first, by the significant number of applications against Romania concerning conditions of 
detention, which were declared inadmissible or struck out by Committees and, second, by an increase in the 
number of applications allocated to a single judge in 2025. Thus, 27,488 applications were decided by a 
single-judge formation in 2025, 24% more than in 2024 (22,210).

In 2025, 1,248 applications were struck out by a Chamber or a Committee in a decision following a friendly 
settlement or unilateral declaration, a decrease of 20% (1,561 in 2024). Friendly settlements (1,074) 
decreased by 8% (1,164 in 2024) and unilateral declarations dropped by 56% (174 in 2025 as against 397 in 
2024). In addition, 2,826 applications were declared inadmissible or struck out on other grounds by the 
Grand Chamber, a Chamber or a Committee (27% more than in 2024).

3.  Communicated applications

In 2025, 11,587 applications were communicated (an 18% increase compared with 2024, when 
9,832 applications were communicated). This increase stems mainly from a substantial rise in the number of 
applications communicated against Türkiye. Although the total number remains below the figures for 2023 
(16,623) and 2015 (15,964), 2025 nonetheless ranks as the third-highest year in terms of the number of 
communicated applications.
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4.  Judgments

Judgments were delivered in respect of 7,011 applications (compared with 10,829 in 2024, a decrease of 
35%). A large proportion of those applications were joined, with the result that the number of judgments 
actually delivered was 914, a 17% drop compared with 2024. 622 judgments (in respect of 
5,985 applications) were delivered by a three-judge Committee formation (24% less than in 2024). 
Moreover, this represented a 42% decrease in the number of applications decided in judgments by three-
judge Committees (5,985 compared with 10,241 in 2024), which accounted for 85% of applications decided 
by judgment, down from 95% in 2024. By contrast, although the number of judgments delivered by 
Chamber formations remained stable (286 as against 283 in 2024), it should be noted that 
1,010 applications were disposed of by such judgments in 2025, compared with 579 in 2024 – an increase of 
74%. 2025 also ranks as the third‑highest year in terms of the number of applications decided by judgment, 
behind 2017 and 2024.

5.  Requests for interim measures (Rule 39 of the Rules of Court)

The total number of decisions on interim measures (2,701) increased by 65% compared with 2024 (1,633). 
The Court granted requests for interim measures in 222 cases (a decrease of 40% in relation to the 2024 
total of 371) and dismissed them in 495 cases (a 43% increase compared with 346 in 2024). The remainder 
fell outside the scope of Rule 39 of the Rules of Court.

D. Priority policy1

The essence of this policy is to focus more resources on the most important cases, namely the cases falling 
within the top three categories (“priority applications”). On 31 December 2025, 10,757 applications were 
pending in these categories, down 20% from the beginning of the year. This drop is owed to the level of 
productivity achieved in 2025, during which 4,085 priority applications were disposed of judicially. Although 
this figure represents a 55% drop compared with 2024 (9,151), the difference is largely attributable to the 
exceptionally high number of priority applications against Russia decided in judgments by three-judge 
Committees in 2024 (5,298 as against 1,100 in 2025).

The number of priority applications communicated to the respondent Governments decreased by 46% 
compared with 2024 (3,060 in 2024 as against 1,655 in 2025). The number of priority applications giving rise 
to a judgment decreased by 73% (8,115 in 2024 as against 2,210 in 2025). The number of priority 
applications declared inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases rose by 81% (1,036 in 2024 as against 
1,875 in 2025). 

E. Conclusion
The Court succeeded in reducing the total number of pending applications, mainly as a result of the 
processing of several large groups of applications, in particular those against Türkiye, Ukraine, Romania and 
Russia. Not since March 2005 has there been a comparable number of pending applications.

The impact strategy2 is aimed at enhancing the Court’s immediate impact and relevance for applicants and 
in the member States, as well as its ability to address core legal issues of relevance for the Convention 
system as a whole. On 1 January 2021, nearly 18,000 applications were pending in category IV. On 1 January 
2026, approximately 6,650 remained pending in this category, of which 125 were identified as having an 
“impact”. Since January 2021, 908 “impact” applications have been processed, with 350 resulting in a 
judgment (42 in 2025), 98 declared inadmissible or struck out of the list of cases (18 in 2025) and 
460 communicated (28 in 2025). The impact strategy has further ensured a balanced and productive output 
of non-“impact” category IV cases. In 2025, the number of category IV applications decided rose by 105% in 
relation to 2024 (860 applications decided in 2025 as against 420 in 2024).

1.  An explanation of the Court’s priority policy can be found on the Court’s internet site: 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Priority_policy_ENG.pdf
2.  See the press release on case-processing strategy of 17.03.2021 (https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre-press?i=003-6966913-9378085) 
and the document “A Court that matters” (https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/Court_that_matters_ENG).

http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Priority_policy_ENG.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre-press?i=003-6966913-9378085
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/Court_that_matters_ENG
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Annexes: tables and charts

Table 1 General statistical information
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Chart 1  Applications allocated to a judicial formation per year3

Chart 2  Applications pending before a judicial formation per year4

3.  The figures are rounded to the nearest hundred. 
4.  The figures represent the total number of applications, including joined applications. The document generally gives rounded figures. 
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Chart 3  Breakdown of 53,450 pending applications for the high case-count States 

Chart 4  Breakdown of 53,450 pending applications by stage of proceedings and judicial 
formation5

5.  The “Pending Government action” category was created to monitor applications following a judgment applying the pilot 
procedure.
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Chart 5  Breakdown of 53,450 pending applications by category

Chart 6  38,573 applications disposed of judicially in 2025
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Chart 7  Applications in categories I to VII processed over the past ten years

Chart 8  Applications in categories I, II and III processed over the past ten years
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Chart 9  Number of judgments (legal acts) delivered over the past ten years

Chart 10  Number of applications by judgments delivered over the past ten years
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Chart 11  Number of applications declared inadmissible by the Grand Chamber, a Chamber or 
a Committee or struck out by those formations over the past ten years

Chart 12  Evolution of the friendly settlements and unilateral declarations over the past ten years
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Table 2 Unilateral declarations and friendly settlements
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Table 3 The Court’s total caseload by stage of proceedings and judicial formation
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Table 4 Major procedural steps in processing of applications by State

Country charts are available at https://echr.coe.int/dashboards.  

https://echr.coe.int/dashboards
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Table 5 Applications allocated per Contracting State and population*

*  46 Council of Europe member States had a combined population of approximately 700 million inhabitants on 1 January 2025. The 
average number of applications allocated per 10,000 inhabitants (without taking into account the figures in respect of Russia) was 
0,43 in 2025. SOURCES on 01.01.2025: Internet sites of Eurostat (General and regional statistics: "Population on 1 January" 
database) and of the Population Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.


