
 
 

  

 

 
Jos Silvis, Procurator General at the Supreme Court of The Netherlands 

18 November 2016 
 
 
Dear Mr President, 
 
Your presence here today is yet another mark of your eminent personal contribution to the 
dialogue between the European Court of Human Rights and the superior domestic courts. It 
has been a great pleasure to hear you underlining the interconnecting importance of the 
concepts of subsidiarity, the availability of domestic remedies and the role of the European 
Court of Human Rights observing the engagements of the High Contracting Parties 
undertaken in the Convention.  Your explanation of the essence of recent case-law 
regarding EU law and the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms under the 
Convention also brings closer to us the ongoing dialogue between the Court of Justice and 
the European Court of Human Rights.  
 
Personally I have had many occasions before to enjoy your words of wisdom but the current 
occasion in the Netherlands before this audience ads a special flavour to it.  
 
Historically there has always been a close connection between the Hoge Raad of the 
Netherlands and the European Court of Human Rights. Former Presidents of the Hoge Raad 
served as Judges in the European Court of Human Rights, I recall Judge Wiarda and Judge 
Martens. For us these former Judges have already become legends.  
 
Long before the European Convention of Human Rights was drafted there were already 
Dutch legal scholars committing themselves to the international legal order. In fact one of 
them is Grotius. He came to study law at the University of Leiden at the age of eleven and 
he is now, some 400 years later, still remembered as one of the founding fathers of an 
international legal order. There may be some controversy concerning his role in legitimizing 
war when there is a vacuum of jurisdiction. However, his masterpiece De Jure Belli ac Pacis 
(On the law of war and peace) [1625], contributed significantly to the formation of 
international law as a distinct discipline.  
 
There is a statue of Grotius in front of the Hoge Raad building. As a small token of 
appreciation for your presence here I have a present for you that sheds light on an object 
and then projects the image of Grotius. 
 
Thank you Mr President Raimondi. 
 


